
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Encore Chamber Music Institute 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Sunday Unplugged Concert Series 

Your Project Summary: Sunday Unplugged is ENCORE Chamber Music's Sunday concert series which takes 

place during ENCORE's two immersive education programs. Sunday Unplugged Concert Series presents 

innovative and contemporary programming in a relaxed, friendly environment at an affordable cost, 

bringing artists, students, and community together.  Audience members are encouraged to leave their 

mobile devices behind and enjoy a day listening to and interacting with our musicians. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The support materials were very good and helped to substantiate public benefit, consider 

including a description of what is being shown, as visual art was included and it would be good to know 

how/why it was integrated.  The definition of and work with community is a good step forward but is 

somewhat vague, add more specifics about those with whom the organization has collaborated as well as 

some of the successful results of collaboration. The 2017 initiative is exciting, but may require more than 

just extending an invitation to participate, it presents opportunities to address perceptual barriers. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets the criteria for CAC funds. The Sundays Unplugged Concert Series is a vey 

good project that focuses on combining beloved musical classics with contemporary music in comfortable 

settings. Their proposed activities are clearly defined and lists the musical works being presented next 

season. This shows a well thought out programmatic plan for the project. By combining known classics 

with music of living composers, the series is able to build audiences for works that otherwise may not be 

heard. This adds to public value. Therefore, the proposal meets criteria for CAC funding. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This application voices culturally vibrant programming with benefit for a particular public 

cross-section, but the connection between participant benefit, purposing of CAC funds and programmatic 

sustainability is hard to find. With the stated goal of increasing audience, it feels like the focus is not on 

the program participants, nor lowering barriers (financial and otherwise) to involvement. The narrative 

shows that there are highly qualified individuals involved in instruction, but without more illumination of 

community benefit I cannot say "yes." 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal clearly defines the targeted 

community (those who like chamber music and students/faculty) and the public benefit that will be 

generated by the Sunday Unplugged series of concerts. I like that you have included free admission for 

students recruited through your outreach events, which really shows your commitment to the 

community. The proposal includes chamber music as the art form used to engage the community, and the 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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organization's history with this project in 2016 shows that they have the organizational structure to carry 

out the project. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: With an emphasis on public benefit, the applicant does not meet the funding criteria. 

Fundamentally, their broadly, unclearly defined community leads to it being unclear whether or not they 

have knowledge of their community and works with them, and how they drive their work. The program 

engages qualified and diverse arts or cultural professionals but does not demonstrate an ability to inspires 

its community to think creatively and/or differently, contribute to lively and energetic neighborhoods, or 

employ a process of reflection that ensures fresh programming & continuous improvement. The 

applicant's project goal and progress measures could have used some context -- how much more is 600 

audience members from 2016? Are there new ways in which they will expand their audience whose 

impacts can be measured? Their organizational goal to expand its community and make chamber music 

accessible to more people by making the program free of charge make the program open to the public, 

however, their lack of clarity on who their community is and a demonstration of their understanding of 

this community does not demonstrate evidence that the applicant is able to meet the public benefit 

funding criteria. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


